
 

 

 

 

August 5, 2022 

Dear Representatives of China, France, Russia, the UK the USA and other States 
Parties to the NPT, 

Nuclear weapons threaten current and future generations. The security they may have provided in the 
20th Century has no place in the world of today and tomorrow, which is struggling to address the 
COVID pandemic, stabilise the climate, resolve national and international conflicts in peaceful ways, 
protect cyberspace, and advance human security and the sustainable development goals.  

It is time to start phasing out the role of nuclear weapons in security doctrines and develop a practical 
plan to achieve the peace and security of a nuclear-weapon-free world.  

At the Tenth Review Conference of the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT-X) in 2022, we call on you to: 

1. Start the process to permanently end arms racing and phase out the role of nuclear weapons 
in security doctrines by supporting the adoption of no-first-use policies and cessation of the 
manufacture of nuclear weapons no later than the 11th NPT Review Conference in 2025; 

2. Commit to a timeframe of no later than 2045 to fulfil the Article VI obligation to achieve the 
global elimination of nuclear weapons; 

3. Agree to adopt a concrete plan to implement this commitment, including through the 
systematic and progressive reduction of nuclear arsenals, at the Conference on Disarmament 
or the 11th NPT Review Conference; 

4. Agree to shift budgets and public investments from the nuclear weapons industry to instead 
support public health, climate stabilization and sustainable development. 

The NPT was adopted in 1970 for a fixed timeframe of 25 years, after which it was expected that it 
would be replaced by a more comprehensive nuclear disarmament regime. This did not happen.  

In 1995 the NPT was extended on the basis of three near-term (incremental) commitments – to 
achieve a Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) by 1996, to negotiate a fissile materials treaty and to 
establish additional nuclear-weapon-free zones especially in the Middle East – and a more 
comprehensive commitment by the nuclear armed States to reduce nuclear weapons in a process 
leading to their total elimination. Of these, only the CTBT has been negotiated, and it has yet to enter-
into-force.  

There can be no excuse for not achieving the three incremental commitments in the near future, and 
the more comprehensive commitment – the global elimination of nuclear weapons – within the next 
25 years, if not sooner. 

A key measure to reduce the risk of a nuclear war and to start phasing out the role of nuclear weapons 
in security doctrines while maintaining strategic stability, is to commit to never initiate nuclear 
warfare by adopting no-first-use (or sole purpose) policies and related operational controls.  



Options to use nuclear weapons first in a conflict, and preparations to enable such a first-use, escalate 
tensions and risks, stimulate counter measures such as launch-on-warning, justify nuclear 
modernisation programs and prevent negotiations on nuclear disarmament. First-use options are 
literally playing with fire in very combustible situations and have nearly led to a nuclear war being 
initiated by mistake or miscalculation.  

Unilateral no-first-use declarations, bilateral no-first-use agreements and/or a multilateral no-first-use 
agreement can reduce these risks. We commend China and India for already adopting unilateral no-
first-use policies and we commend China and Russia for adopting a bilateral no-first-use agreement. 
These can be followed by nuclear force restructuring and operational controls to implement no-first-
use policies, and to build credibility and confidence in the policies to further reduce nuclear risks.  

And most importantly, the adoption of no-first-use or sole purpose policies could open the door to the 
nuclear armed states and their allies joining negotiations for the complete elimination of nuclear 
weapons. If nuclear weapons are required to deter against a range of threats – not only nuclear 
weapons – then countries relying on nuclear deterrence will most likely not agree to eliminate the 
weapons while these other threats still exist.  However, if the only purpose of a country’s nuclear 
weapons is to deter against the nuclear weapons of others, then the country can agree to join a 
verified nuclear disarmament process as long as all other nuclear armed countries participate. For this 
reason, the States Parties to the NPT also need to engage with the states which are not parties (India, 
Israel, North Korea and Pakistan) in the nuclear disarmament process.  

We thank the governments of China, France, Russia, the UK, USA and other States Parties to the NPT 
for considering this letter, and we look forward to supporting and engaging with you as you adopt 
these policies and as we jointly establish the peace and security of a nuclear-weapon-free world. 
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Mairead Maguire (Ireland) 
Co founder Peace People, 
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Peggy Mason (Canada) 
President of the Rideau Institute  

Former Canadian Ambassador for Disarmament 
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Canadian Pugwash Group 

Former Canadian Ambassador for Disarmament 
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 Former Japanese ambassador to Switzerland 

Tariq Rauf (Austria) 
Former Head of Verification & Security Policy, Alternate Head of NPT 

Delegation, IAEA 

H.E. Virgilio Reyes Jr. (Philippines) 
Former Ambassador of the Philippines to Italy and to South Africa 
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Former Minister of  Foreign Affairs of Poland 
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Former President of Serbia 

Member, European Leadership Network 
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Former Deputy Director-General 
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Carlo Trezza (Italy) 
Former Ambassador for Disarmament and Chairman of MTCR 

Member, European Leadership Network 
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Former Minister for Foreign Affairs 
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Military leaders and personnel 

John Alder (United States) 
Member, Veterans for Peace Chapter 35 
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Veterans for Peace, Chapter 80 Duluth, MN - Superior, WI 

Ellen E Barfield (United States) 

Veterans For Peace,  

War Resisters League, Women's Intl Lge for Peace and Freedom 

Harvey Bennett (United States) 
Member, Veterans For Peace 

Leah Bolger (United States) 
President, World BEYOND War 

Past-President, Veterans for Peace 

Rachel Clark (United States) 
Member, Veterans For Peace 

Gordon Coggon (United Kingdom) 
Legacy of the Atomic Bomb, Recognition for Atomic Test Survivors 

(LABRATS) International 

Gerry Condon (United States) 
Past President, Veterans For Peace 

Gregory Corning (United States) 
President, Veterans For Peace, Santa Fe New Mexico chapter 

Daniel Davis (United States) 
President, D2X Construction LLC. 

Veteran For Peace, Wounded and disabled 1968 combat veteran 

Robert Forsyth (United Kingdom) 
Commander RN (Retired). Former naval nuclear commander  

Daniel Gilman (United States) 
Former President, Veteran For Peace #92 

Jill Godmilow (United States) 
Member, Veterans for Peace 

Bonnie Gorman RN (United States) 

Veterans For Peace 

Robert Green (New Zealand) 
Commander Royal Navy (Ret'd) 

Hollis Higgins (United States) 
Secretary, Veterans For Peace, Spokane WA Chapter #035 

Herbert Hoffman (United States) 
Past President, Chapter #63, Veterans for Peace 

Helen Jaccard (United States) 
Project Manager, Veterans For Peace Golden Rule Project 

Robert Keilbach (United States) 
Member, Veterans for Peace 

Adrienne Kinne (United States) 
Past-President, Veterans For Peace 

General Francis Lenne (retired) (France) 
ICAN FRANCE Mouvement de la Paix 

Paul Maillet (Canada) 
Colonel (retired) Canadian Armed Forces 

Kenneth Mayers (United States) 
Secretary, Veterans for Peace Santa Fe Chapter 

George Newell (United States) 

Veterans for Peace 

General (ret) Bernard Norlain (France) 
President, IDN-Initiatives pour le Desarmement Nucleaire. 

Former Air Defense Commander of the French Air Force 

Alan Owen (United Kingdom) 
Founder, LABRATS (Legacy of the Atomic Bomb. Recognition of 

Atomic Test Survivors) 

Manuel Pardo (Spain) 

Veteranos por la Paz España 

Admiral Laxminarayan Ramdas (India) 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament and Peace 

Former Chief of Staff of the Indian Navy. 

Louis Raprager (United States) 
CCMP Social Media Chair / Veterans For Peace 

Garett Reppenhagen (United States) 
Executive Director, Veterans For Peace 

Robert Richard (United States) 
Member, Spokane Veterans For Peace #35 

Eugene Ruyle (United States) 
President, East Bay Chapter, Veterans For Peace 

Judith Sandoval (United States) 
Member, Veterans For Peace 

Dr. William Simon (United States) 
Member, Veterans For Peace 

Rick Staggenborg MD (United States) 
President, Veterans For Peace Linus Pauling Chapter 132 

Sally-Alice Thompson (United States) 
Member, Veterans For Peace 

Shashindra Tyagi (India) 
Air Chief Marshal, Indian air Force (Retd) 

Dr. John Walsh (United States) 
Member, Veterans for Peace - National Nuclear Abolition Working 

Group and National China Working Group 

James Williams (United States) 
President, Veterans For Peace, Greater Seattle Chapter 92 

Jim Wohlgemuth (United States) 
Member, Veterans for Peace, the Hector Black Chapter 

Michael Wong (United States) 
Vice president, San Francisco chapter #69, Veterans for Peace 



Academics and Scientists 

Naseer Abdullahi (Nigeria) 
Ahmadu Bello University 

Robert Acheson (Canada) 
Science for Peace 

John Kian Adawag (Philippines) 
Member, Foreign Service Club  

Lyceum of the Philippines University-Manila 

Gloria Adebiyi (Nigeria) 
Prof. Peace & Conflict Resolution, Nat. Coordinator SIHDEVAS 

Dian Agcapen (Philippines) 
IR Student, Lyceum of the Philippines University-Manila 

Professor Roberta Ahlquist (United States) 
College of Education at San Jose 
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Saif Ali (Pakistan) 
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Prof. Angelo Baracca (Italy) 
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Retired professor of Physics, University of Florence 
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Channa Bonifacio (Philippines) 

Lyceum of the Philippines University-Manila 

Prof. Giovanni Borasi (Italy) 
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Michael Botchan (United States) 
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Rachel Bronson (United States) 

Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists 

Dr Nina Burridge (Australia) 

University of Technology Sydney 
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Prof. Francesco Calogero (Italy) 
Emeritus Professor of Theoretical Physics, University of Rome La 

Sapienza" 

Former Secretary-General (1989-1997) of Pugwash Conferences on 

Science and World Affairs (Nobel Peace Prize, 1995) 

Prof. Joseph Camilleri (Australia) 
Emeritus Professor, La Trobe University 

Raphael Capalad (Philippines) 

International Relations Student 

 Lyceum of the Philippines University – Manila 

Eriqca Castro (Philippines) 
Student of International Relations  

Rabin Chakraborty (India) 

Retired Lecturer, Calcutta University 

Dr. W Arthur Chapman (United Kingdom) 
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)Atmospheric Physics. Partner, The 
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Prof. Anu Chenoy (India) 
Professor (retired) and former Dean of the School of International 
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Professor Emeritus at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
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Auckland Univerrsity of Technology 

Flavio Del Santo (Austria) 
University of Vienna 

Trixie Dela Torre (PH) 

LPU-Manila College of International Relations 

Dr. James Deutsch (United States) 
Assistant Professor Department of Psychiatry, Univ. of Toronto 
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Jessie Diggle (Denmark) 
MSc Political Ecology 
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Prof. Michel Duguay (Canada) 
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Elia Duran-Smith (United Kingdom) 

GHRD Europe Team Coordinator, University of Glasgow 

Marta Durin (Italy) 
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Goch Majak Goch Dut (South Sudan) 
Student 

Wepngong Jato Emmanuel (Cameroon) 
Student, PIASS 
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Princeton University 

Caroline Fehl (Germany) 

Peace Research Institute Frankfurt (PRIF) 

Prof. Jorge Filmus (Canada) 
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Aoife Fleming (Netherlands) 
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Francesco Forti (Italy) 
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Research Engineer at Delft University of Technology 
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Science for Peace 

Erikka Gonzales (Philippines) 
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